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'America Can't Rule':
Iraqi politician Ahmed Chalabi has the
backing of the Pentagon, but doesn't

want to be 'America's candidate'
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I'm not a candidate for any position in Iraq and I

don't seek an office.
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When the old regime prevented us from using Iraqi
passports and withdrew them we took passports
from other countries to be able to travel, not for any
other reason. Patriotism is not a piece of paper. Had
we wanted to live in other countries, we would have
stayed there. But we came to Iraq.
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Well first of all let's talk about your feverish activity
you particularly walk fast, you talk fast, are you in
as much of a hurry to get to Baghdad?

Well yes where I want to get finish with this and get
to Baghdad and live a normal life in Iraq in my

home town.
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The United States, no country will go to
war for the sake of another people unless
its own position is threatened and its
own security is threatened. This has
happened now, Saddam is shown to be a
threat to the security of the United
States and it is now an opportunity for
the people of Iraq to take advantage of
this, just like the Germans took
advantage of the American's war against
Hitler and just as the Russian people
took advantage of the confrontation and
the Cold War between the United States
and the Soviet Union, the action of the
United States done to the benefit of both
the Germans, the Japanese, all the
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Germans, Japanese and the Russian
people and all the peoples of eastern
Europe.
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Because even your supporters in
America say the reason that the State
Department, the CIA don't like Chalabi

very much is the fact that he's actually a
damn nuisance because he keeps

pushing forward.
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The most important thing is the issue of
sovereignty. The Iraqi government must
have sovereignty. It is in the interests of
Iraq and of the US working together.
Sovereignty means control over the Iraqi
armed forces, from recruiting, to
training, to equipment, to deployment.
All these issues must be under control of
the Iraqi government.
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O o8 33 o8 gl 196
My thinking is that Iraqis should have
more aspects of sovereignty transferred
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to them, such as control over Iraqi
revenues. They should share control.
This issue is now in the hands of the
Coalition Provisional Authority. I think
Iraqis are perfectly capable of running
their finances.
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A month or more before the Iraq
invasion - President Bush was presented
with two plans for post-war Iraq. The
first, written by CIA Director George
Tenet and Secretary of State Colin
Powell, provided for a long occupation
of Iraq and the nation-building that the
president renounced in his 2000
campaign. The second, a Pentagon plan
authored by Rumsfeld's team, provided
for the establishment of a provisional
government before the invasion and
American withdrawal within months of
Saddam's overthrow. The president,
convinced by Powell that "if you break
it, you own it", chose the Powell-Tenet
plan and ordered Rumsfeld to carry it
out.
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War and Decision: Inside the Pentagon
at the Dawn of the War on Terrorism
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In the past the Shia was too shy to admit that
there was a sectarian political problem. As for
fuelling sectarianism and us being responsible,
the answer is easy. We fight sectarianism
through convincing components of the Iraqi
people that they all have the right to be in power
and that no one is excluded the evidence being
that Jalal Talabani became president of Iraq.
Despite all allegations, we're keeping Iraq
united, and this is something I hope people will
understand.
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I'm Iraqi. I work for the interests of the Iraqi people. The
fact that I came to the United States and worked to
persuade the United States that the Iraqi people are in dire
conditions, that it would be beneficial to the whole situation
in the Middle East if Saddam was removed, I did from an
Iraqi point of view. I am certainly not an American implant
into Iraq.
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To clarify my position, to the United States: My First
Loyalty is to Iraq.

Bl I Y 5 Bl DY N B e e

We are grateful to President Bush for liberating Iraq but it
is time for Iraqi people to run their affairs. And Iraq will
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not accept any government that is directed by the United
States.

O 0 8 B Sy A E e g ) S
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The United States, President Bush said that the United
States forces are liberators in Iraq. They came as
liberators. They were welcomed as liberators. But then the
United States government supported and passed a
resolution in the United Nations 1483 which says the United
States now is an occupying force in Iraq. This needs to be
clarified very quickly I think and the United States needs to
regain the moral high ground under which they came into
Iraq as liberators.
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The Iraqis, not the Americans, should have been allowed to
take over immediately — the people who knew the country,

who spoke the language and, most important, who could
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take responsibility for the chaos that was unfolding in the
streets.
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We would have taken hold of the country. We would have
revitalized the civil service immediately. We would have
been able to put together a military force and an
intelligence service. There would have been no insurgency.
We would have had electricity. The Americans screwed it
up.

bl sl WL 0y 3 e 8 kel WISGY O

S 55 iy S O S WG OS5 58 a0 &l
El Of (S5 05 ls £ Sla 055 Y Of (S5 0.l sl
e LS O Lo IS 15,05 e OIS oY1 sl eSO St

The worst of all, we were in charge, and we had no power.
We were blamed for everything the Americans did, but we
couldn’t change any of it.
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My Position depends on how I see Iraq's interests. I was
accused of extremism and my relations with the Americans

shifted. The only explanation is that when something
imperils Iraq's interests I don't accept it.
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I’ve been a friend of America, and I’ve been its enemy.
America betrays its friends. It sets them up and betrays
them. I’d rather be America’s enemy.

?'é V-5 AasBuof O}ﬁ Qﬁi oY NEYRTY Q}GT e oS
Ao Y Sl gite 0 ST 0F Juadlh 08 2 5 b
Patriotism is not a piece of paper
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The United States has major issues with Iran. They have
problems. We understand this, but we don't want Iraq to

be a battleground between the United States and Iran.
(._.e.md_ﬁj szv.@..y .O‘ﬁl&o 3},5 Llad dusudl Yy N
LSS ol o JUd dmls 431 0t 2 81 0 S5 OF b 5 STy M3

'O‘J‘-’-l)

In the past, the Shia was too shy to admit that there was a
sectarian political problem.
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We fight sectarianism through convincing components of
the Iraqi people that they all have the right to be in power
and that no one is excluded -- the evidence being that Jalal
Talabani became president of Iraq. Despite all allegations,
we're keeping Iraq united, and this is something I hope
people will understand.
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The Baath is a chauvinist and racist party, just as the
fascists and Nazis were in the 1920s and 1930s.
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There will be no absolute security with the current
situation. The U.S. troops have defeated Saddam militarily.
That was never a problem. The issue is the Baath party and
the remnants of the Baath party who will continue to pose a
threat.
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There are people in Iraq who believe that the Americans
had no good reason to invade and must be resisted until
they leave. These people are not Baathists and they are not
terrorists. They do not kill Iraqis nor do they blow up
mosques, schools and churches. They have their own views
and we must talk to them.
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Today I am signing into law H.R. 4655, the '"Iraq
Liberation Act of 1998." This Act makes clear that it is the
sense of the Congress that the United States should support
those elements of the Iraqi opposition that advocate a very
different future for Iraq than the bitter reality of internal
repression and external aggression that the current regime
in Baghdad now offers.

Let me be clear on what the U.S. objectives are:

The United States wants Iraq to rejoin the family of nations

as a freedom-loving and law-abiding member. This is in our
interest and that of our allies within the region.

The United States favors an Iraq that offers its people
freedom at home. I categorically reject arguments that this
is unattainable due to Iraq's history or its ethnic or
sectarian make-up. Iraqis deserve and desire freedom like
everyone else.

The United States looks forward to a democratically
supported regime that would permit us to enter into a
dialogue leading to the reintegration of Iraq into normal
international life.
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My Administration has pursued, and will continue to
pursue, these objectives through active application of all
relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions. The
evidence is overwhelming that such changes will not
happen under the current Iraq leadership.

In the meantime, while the United States continues to look
to the Security Council's efforts to keep the current
regime's behavior in check, we look forward to new
leadership in Iraq that has the support of the Iraqi people.
The United States is providing support to opposition groups
from all sectors of the Iraqi community that could lead to a
popularly supported government.

On October 21, 1998, I signed into law the Omnibus
Consolidated and Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 1999, which made $8 million available
for assistance to the Iraqi democratic opposition. This
assistance is intended to help the democratic opposition
unify, work together more effectively, and articulate the
aspirations of the Iraqi people for a pluralistic,
participatory political system that will include all of Iraq's
diverse ethnic and religious groups. As required by the
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act for FY 1998
(Public Law 105-174), the Department of State submitted a
report to the Congress on plans to establish a program to
support the democratic opposition. My Administration, as
required by that statute, has also begun to implement a
program to compile information regarding allegations of
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genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes by
Iraq's current leaders as a step towards bringing to justice
those directly responsible for such acts.

The Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 provides additional,
discretionary authorities under which my Administration
can act to further the objectives I outlined above. There
are, of course, other important elements of U.S. policy.
These include the maintenance of U.N. Security Council
support efforts to eliminate Iraq's prohibited weapons and
missile programs and economic sanctions that continue to
deny the regime the means to reconstitute those threats to
international peace and security. United States support for
the Iraqi opposition will be carried out consistent with
those policy objectives as well. Similarly, U.S. support must
be attuned to what the opposition can effectively make use

of as it develops over time. With those observations, I sign
H.R. 4655 into law.

William J Clinton

The White House
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